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MINUTES OF THE GROBY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 7th JANUARY 2019 AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES COMMENCING AT 7.00PM 

 
Councillors Present:  Cllr Rigby (Chairman) 

Cllrs Baker, Batty, Beck, Coley, Emmerson, Gunn Hollick, Jones, Lincoln, 
Lindsay, Marvin and Smith 

 
Also Present:  The Clerk  

Borough Councillor Cartwright 
3 members of the public 
 
The Chairman announced that the meeting was being recorded. 

 
COU/158/18-19     Apologies for Absence  
    

Apologies were received from Cllr Sleath 
 

COU/159/18-19  Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Lincoln declared an interest in any item relating to Groby allotments 
Cllr Emmerson declared an interest in any item relating to Groby allotments  

All members declared a pecuniary interest as rate payers within the Groby.   
The Clerk issued a dispensation in relation to the interest to allow Members to participate fully. 

  
COU/160/18-19 Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December 2018 

 
It was agreed to make the following amendments to the minutes: 

• Cllr Lincoln was recorded as being present at the meeting 

• COU/154/18/19 – was altered to read ‘there are approx. 26 years’ 

• A minute reference was added for the Planning and Development Committee 

• Under the heading Planning and Development Committee on Page 40 it was altered to 
read ‘1/100’  

 
 The minutes were altered accordingly 
 
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December 2018 with the 
agreed amendments be signed by the Chair as a true record.   
 

COU/161/18-19 Matters Arising 
 

Cllr Batty asked when the Community Liaison Committee were going to discuss Community, 
Cultural & Tourism Facilities Review as agreed.  Cllr Rigby confirmed that the next Community 
Liaison Committee meeting would be held in the third week in January 
 

1. COU/154/18-19 – Cemetery Figures 
Cllr Batty raised concerns regarding the cemetery figures due to the methodology used and 
the demographics of Groby.  It was agreed that the matter should be reviewed by the Parks & 
Cemetery Committee and brought back to the Parish Council. 

 
2. Cou/131/18-19 – Groby Street Fair 
The Chairman reported that the accounts from Groby Street Fair had been distributed to the 
Finance & General Purposes Committee and were available at the meeting.  However, Cllr. 
Batty raised concern that Members had not had time to review the figures. 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Groby Street Fair to request an explanation of the 
figures 

  
COU/162/18-19    Clerks Report 
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1. Outstanding compensation awarded from Leicestershire Magistrates Court 
 

The Clerk reported that the Council is still waiting for compensation for the vandalism of the Parish 
Poll banner and that the matter is now being investigated by the police. 
 
The Clerk was requested to write to the Magistrates Court regarding the matter 
 

2. 2018 Christmas lights. 
 

The Clerk informed that the Christmas lights at Lawnwood shops were not changed (as per the 
agreement with Festive Lighting) until 18th December.  The Chairman added that he had 
requested that they were not changed at such a late date.  Payment for the lights would be 
discussed during the report from Finance and General Purposes Committee 
 

3. Sacheverell Trust 
 

Cllr Jones, as the Parish Council representative on the trust gave an update and requested that if 
any Members know of anyone in need of the Christmas hardship payment that they should contact 
her, and she would pass it on to the trustees 

 
4. Thank you 

 
The Clerk read out a thank you on behalf of the staff for the additional annual leave and the 
Christmas breakfast 
 

5. LCC – Review of the Leicestershire Planning Obligations Policy Guidance 
 

The Clerk explained that she had received the correspondence too late for it to be included on the 
agenda. However, she had included it in Members’ packs and also on the Planning and 
Development Committee agenda, as she wanted to make Members aware of the review 

 
6. Sad Passing of former Councillor Rob Fraser 

 
The Clerk informed Members that sadly former Parish Council Chairman Rob Fraser had passed 
away on 26th December 2018 

 
7. HBBC- New Directions for Growth Consultation 2019 
 

Information is included in Members’ packs regarding events for the above consultation 
 

8. Tree Policy – second opinion 
 
The Clerk advised that as previously reported, a resident has requested to pay £100 for a second 
opinion on a tree at the rear of her property (as per the Council’s Tree Policy 2017)   
She reported that she had now found a consultant who is prepared to carry out an assessment for 
£70.  This was discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk should ensure that the report is a 
written report.  It was agreed to authorise any additional cost, as long as it is cheaper than the 
existing quotes.  It was also agreed that the Council should review its Tree Policy 
 

9. Staffing Issues 
 

It was unanimously resolved that this matter should be deferred to the last item 
 

10. Fly tipping – Quarry Park 
 

The Clerk reported that during the Christmas break a sofa had been fly-tipped on Quarry Park and 
that she had reported it to the Emergency Committee.  Cllr Hollick then advised that he had 
reported it to HBBC, but that they had refused to remove it because it is on Parish land.  The Clerk 
added that in other parishes the Borough/District Councils work in co-operation with Parish 
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Council and assist with the removal of fly tipped items.  Cllr Batty added that the borough council 
regularly remove fly tipping from County Council land near to Brookvale Cottages 
 
The Clerk was requested to write to HBBC expressing the Parish Council’s concern about this 
matter 

 
11. Work Station Assessment 

 
The Clerk reported that she had arranged a Work Station Assessment through the HR advisors to 
see if there any reasonable adjustments that can be made in relation to the medical condition in 
her hand 

 
12. Paint for the Parish Chamber 

 
The Clerk advised that sample colours for the paint were available after the meeting if any 
Members are interested in commenting before the paint is ordered 
 

COU/163/18-19 Public Participation  
 
 In accordance with Standing Order 36.3 the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7.41pm for 20 

minutes to allow for public participation. 
 
 A member of the public informed the meeting about a sign outside a local business that he 

considered to be libellous and defamatory.  He issued a copy of the wording on the sign to all 
Members present. He gave the background to the Groby & Fieldhead Spotlight article that had 
prompted the sign and read out a statement which he was hoping would be placed in the Groby & 
Field head Spotlight, as his reply. 

 
 All Members present offered a round of applause in support of the resident and the Chairman 

assured the resident that the Council supported his integrity 
 
 Another resident raised concerns about people parking in the cemetery to pick up their children 

from the local schools.  He reported that before the Christmas break, he had witnessed 4 cars in 
the car park solely picking up children.  Cllr Gunn explained to the resident that the Council is also 
concerned about the practice and outlined the measures that the Council is doing or considering.  
The Clerk was requested to write to the schools outlining that the cemetery car park should not be 
used as a pick up and drop off point and that a cemetery is a place of mourning and should be 
respected 

 
 Standing orders were suspended for a further 10 minutes at 8pm 
 
 Cllr Rigby suggested that Council staff should take the number plates of offending vehicles and 

that notices should be placed on the wind screens. 
 
COU/164/18-19   Borough Councillors’ report 
 

The report was included in members’ packs.  
 
Cllr Cartwright offered his condolences to former Cllr Frasers family, as a Borough Councillor 
 
He offered to send information regarding demographics of Groby to assist in the cemetery figures 
to the Clerk 
 
He advised that 400 bins had not been collected on New Years Eve as unfortunately they had 
been forgotten.  He added that he had re-arranged the collection and had advised the properties 
of the revised collection date 
 
He updated Members on the outstanding compensation awarded from Leicestershire Magistrates 
Court, as previously discussed during the Clerk’s report 
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He advised Members that a Klondyke meeting had been arranged for January 18th and that there 
is an impressive group of people attending the meeting and that there would be a Steering Group 
meeting on 11th January.  Cllr Jones asked if she was able to attend the meeting and was advised 
that all Members were welcome to attend the meeting at 2pm on 11th January 
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 8.20pm 
 

COU/165/18-19   Police Report 
 
The report was included in members’ packs and was noted 
 

COU/166/18-19   County Councillor’s report 
 
The Clerk submitted Councillor O’Shea’s apologies 
 
The report was included in members’ packs.  
 

COU/167/18-19 Payment of accounts  
 

Payee Details 
Net 

Amount £ 
Vat               

£ Gross            £ 

Hinckley & 
Bosworth 
Borough Council Cemetery Rates  128.00   128.00 
Hinckley & 
Bosworth 
Borough Council Office & Premises Rates 226.00   226.00 

Investec Telephone System  79.00 15.80 94.80 
Hinckley & 
Bosworth 
Borough Council Trade recycling 11.38 0.00 11.38 

Various Dec 2018 Salaries 6,404.22 0.00 6,404.22 

HMRC Tax & NI - Dec 2018 1,724.20 0.00 1,724.20 

LCC 
LGPS - pension Dec 2018 + 
adjustment Nov 3,656.30 0.00 3,656.30 

GPC 
Employees Mileage-Dec 2018 267.92 0.00 267.92 

GPC 
Employee Re-imbursement 78.88 0.00 78.88 

M & BG Ltd 

Box Mow 
Cemetery/Grass 
Maintenance 2,146.66 429.33 2,575.99 

Granart Kerb Inscription 59.00 0.00 59.00 

ESPO 
Office & Parks 
Consumables/PPE 80.84 16.17 97.01 

MAP Waste Waste Collection x 3 66.40 13.28 79.68 

Johnson 
Tree Care Various Sites 975.00 195.00 1,170.00 

Churchill 
Industrial 
Supplies 

Parks Workwear 
24.00 4.80 28.80 

AquAid Water x2 17.00 3.40 20.40 
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Opus 
Energy Cemetery electricity  105.13 5.26 110.39 

M & BG Ltd 
Box Mow Cemetery/Grass 
Maintenance-Oct18 2,146.66 429.33 2,575.99 

Freedom 
Yearly maintenance Intruder 
alarm system 170.00 34.00 204.00 

Ratby Co-
operative 
band 

Carols round the 
Christmas Tree 210.00 0.00 210.00 

Konica 
Minolta   161.82 32.36 194.18 
Hinckley & 
Bosworth 
Borough Council Emptying Bin Contract 1,877.72 375.54 2,253.26 

Groby 
Village Hall 

Quarterly Village Hall rent  
375.00 0.00 375.00 

PWLB 
(public 
works loan 
board) 

Loan repayment 

2385.19 462.91 2848.10 

The Metal 
Store 

Handrail - Quarry Park 
87.82 17.56 105.38 

Pubpay Payroll 24.15 4.83 28.98 

Opus 
Energy Cemetery electricity 101.86 5.09 106.95 

  Totals 23,590.15 2,044.67 25,634.82 
 

 
From Nov 18 listing     
Spaldings PPE 17.16 3.43 20.59 

Receipt Schedule 

Amounts received since last meeting:  

Name Details 
Amount        

£ 

Hinckley & Bosworth 
Borough Council 

Contribution 
8,481.00 

Groby Juniors Rental of Quarry/Stamford Park 170.00 

Cllr Photocopies 10.00 

Cllr Photocopies 20.00 

East Midland 
Shared Services Leicester County Council Grass cutting 4,290.00 

      

 Total 12,971.00 

   
  

 
It was unanimously resolved to make the payments that were presented to the meeting and 
recommended by the Finance & General Purposes Committee, with the exception of the Festive 
Lighting invoice as it was agreed that this should not be paid until a meeting is arranged with the 
company to discuss the issues with 2018 Christmas light display 
 
 Income was noted 
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COU/168/18-19  Financial Reports 

 
It was unanimously resolved to accept the budget report and bank reconciliation statement that 
were included in Members’ packs. 
 

COU/169/18-19     Correspondence 
 

38 Local Resident 

Requested information 
regarding allocation/provision 

of Christmas 
Lights/Decorations for Field 

Head 

This matter was discussed, and it was 
agreed that it would be considered as part 
of this year’s Christmas lights review for 

the new contract 

39 Heritage Forum Agenda for Meeting This was noted 

40 
Hinckley & 

Bosworth Borough 
Council 

Parish Precepts 2019/20 This was noted 

41 
Ratby Parish 

Council 
Letter re: access to Cemetery 

Extension 

This matter was discussed, and it was 
agreed that the Clerk should reply 

informing that the existing entrance on 
Sacheverell Way would be used if the 

plan warrants it 

42 
Leicestershire 

County Council 
Temporary Road Closure  This was noted 

 
 

COU/170/18-19     Finance & General Purposes Committee 
 

• Appointment of Internal Auditor 
 

It was unanimously resolved to appoint Redwood Pryor Ltd as the Internal Auditor for 2019/20 
and that he should be invited to the quarterly committee meetings as recommended by the 
committee 
 

• Public Works Loan 
 

The meeting was advised that there is currently £36,306.35 outstanding on the loan.  The Clerk 
was requested to obtain a settlement figure 
 

• Date of next meeting 
 

The Chairman advised that the committee had agreed that the date of the next meeting would be 
2pm on Monday 4th February 2019 
 

• New Member for the Committee 
 

It was agreed that Cllr Lincoln should be proposed as a member of the committee at the next 
meeting 
 

• 2019/20 Budget  
 

It was agreed that the following monies should be shown as c/fwd figures from the current budget 
to the 2019/20 budget as recommended by the committee: 
 
£36,000 contingencies (4395) 
£6,000- BMX Track Maintenance (4440) 
£28,000 – Community Engagement (4700) 
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COU/171/18-19     2019/20 Budget 
 
   The budget was included in Members packs.  The Clerk confirmed that the c/fwd figure is £83,980. 
 

As agreed at the EGM held on 26th November 2018 it was confirmed and unanimously resolved 
that no alterations to the 2019/20 budget, at this time should be made and that the precept for 
2019/2020 would be £175,122.00 
 

COU/172/18-19 Planning and Development Committee 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th December 2018 were noted 
 

COU/173/18-19    Clerks Report – Staff Issues 
 

The Chairman proposed and it was RESOLVED, unanimously, to exclude the public and press 
from the meeting under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 for the reason that 
the nature of the business being discussed was of a confidential and sensitive nature, and that 
matters appertaining to employment were of a confidential nature 
 

COU/174/18-19    Date of next meeting 
 

It was agreed that the next scheduled meeting would be held on Monday 4th February 2019  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

The meeting closed at 8.32pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………….                Date ……………………........... 
                         Chairman   


